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Amendmen ts to the Clafms: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application 

Listing of Claims: 

1 (currently amended): An electronic document management system for verifying the 
contents of an electronic document exchanged through a network, said contents 
defining said electronic document and comprising a predetermined electronic form 
template and variable data input by a user into said predetermined electronic form 
template, said system comprising: 

(a) at least one data storage means; 

(b) a data capturing component for capturing and validating said user-input 
variable data and, thereafter, forwarding said validated user-input variable 
data to said storage means for storage thereby; 

(c) a document digest generator for generating a unique document digest from 
said stored validated user-input variable data and said template defining said 
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electronic document by applying a secure algorithm thereto, whereby said 
document digest is uniquely associated with said defined electronic 
document, and forwarding said document digest to said storage means for 
storage in association with said defined electronic document; 

(d) a barcode generator for generating for each page of said electronic document 
a unique barcode associated with that page, based on paging details 
identifying that page and said document digest, and a uniqu e document 
revision number qenerated for said electronic document wherein multiple said 
unique barcodes are generated where said electronic document comprises 
multiple pages, with one unique barcode being generated for and associated 
with each page of said mu li tp le multiple pages; 

(e) a document forwarding component for forwarding said defined electronic 
document with said unique barcodes added to said pages of said electronic 
document associated therewith for use by a user; 

(f) a document receiving component for receiving from a user a signed 
electronic document comprising variable data and a barcode for each page of 
said document; and, 
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(g) a barcode verification component for determining the validity of each said 

barcode of said received electronic document wherein said document digest 
component of said barcode is compared to said stored document digest 
associated with said defined electronic document. 

2 (previously presented): An electronic document management system according to 
claim 1 wherein a unique document number is generated for said defined electronic 
document, said unique document number is stored in said storage means in 
association with said defined electronic document and said bases for generating said 
barcodes include said unique document number. 

Claim 3 (previously cancelled). 

Claim 4 (currently amended): An electronic document management system according 
to claim 2 wherein a un i qu e docum e nt lev i aion numb er is gen er ated fo r sa i d defined 
electronic docum ent; said unique document revision number is stored in said storage 
means in association with said defined electronic document and sa i d bas e s for 
g e n e rating sa id- barcod e s arc gcncrotod fro m in c l ud e sa i d un i qu e document revis i o n 

frtrlTiDtyr . 
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Claim 5 {previously cancelled). 

Claim 6 (previously presented): An electronic document management system 
according to claim 4 and further comprising a document image generator for generating 
an electronic image of said barcoded defined electronic document, wherein said 
document forwarding component forwards said electronic image. 

Claim 7 (original): An electronic document management system according to claim 6 
wherein said received electronic document has been hand-signed and faxed by said 
user. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): An electronic document management system 
according to claim 6 and further comprising a digital exchange key generator for 
generating a unique digital exchange key associated with said defined electronic 
document, said generated unique digital exchange key being generated by applying 
another secure algorithm to said electronic image, and forwarding said digital exchange 
key for storage. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): An electronic document management system 
according to claim 8 wherein said electronic document received by said document 
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receiving component comprises a digital signature and said system further comprises a 
digital signature authentication component for authenticating said digital signature and 
a digital exchange key verification component for determining the validity of said 
received electronic document, wherein said digital exchange key verification component 
determines a digital exchange key by applying said other secure algorithm to said 
received electronic document and comparing said determined digital exchange key to 
said stored unique digital exchange key associated with said defined electronic 
document. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A method for managing and verifying the contents of an 
electronic document exchanged through a network said contents defining said 
electronic document and comprising a predetermined electronic form template and 
variable data input by a user into said predetermined electronic form template, said 
method comprising: 

(a) capturing and validating said user-input variable data and, thereafter, storing 
said validated user-input variable data; 

(b) generating a unique document digest from said stored validated user-input 
variable data and said template defining said electronic document by applying 
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a secure algorithm thereto whereby said document digest is uniquely 
associated with said defined electronic document, and forwarding said 
document digest for storage in association with said defined electronic 
document; 

.(c) gener ating a unique document revision number for said electronic document; 

feV (d) generating for each page of said electronic document a unique barcode 

associated with that page, based on paging details identifying that page .,_ 
*ft& said document digest and said revision number , whereby multiple said 
unique barcodes are generated where said electronic document comprises 
multiple pages, with one unique barcode being generated for and associated 
with each page of said mul i tple multiple pages; 

fd}{e) forwarding said defined electronic document with each said unique barcode 
added to said specific page of said electronic document associated therewith 
for use by a user; 

fc) {Q receiving from a user a signed electronic document comprising variable data 
and a barcode for each page of said document; and, 
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(f) (g) determining the validity of each said barcode of a document received by said 
document receiving component wherein said document digest component of 
said barcode is compared to said stored document digest associated with 
said defined electronic document 

Claim 11 (previously cancelled). 

Claim 12 (previously presented): A method according to claim 10 and further 
comprising generating a unique document number for said defined electronic document 
and storing said unique document number in association with said defined electronic 
document, whereby said bases for generating said barcodes include unique document 
number. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A method according to claim 12 and further comprising 
genera ting a un i qu e document rev ision numb e r for s aid defined el e ctroni cdoctjment 
and storing said unique document revision number in association with said defined 
electronic document rfrhere by sa i d ba3C3 for genera tin g said barcodes include 3a i d 
uniqu e docu men t re vision number . 

Claim 14 (previously cancelled). 
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Claim 15 (previously presented): A method according to claim 13 and further 
comprising generating an electronic image of said barcoded defined electronic 
document and forwarding said image for use by a user. 

Claim 16 (previously presented): A method according to claim 15 and further 
comprising generating a unique digital exchange key associated with said defined 
electronic document by applying another secure algorithm to said electronic image and 
forwarding said digital exchange key for storage. 

Claim 17 (previously presented): A method according to claim 16 whereby said 
electronic document received by said document receiving component comprises a 
digital signature, said method further comprising: 

(a) authenticating said digital signature; and, 

(b) determining the validity of said received electronic document by applying said 
other secure algorithm to said received electronic document and comparing 
the resulting determined digital exchange key to said stored unique digital 
exchange key associated with said defined electronic document. 
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Claim 18 (original): A method according to claim 15 whereby said received electronic 
document has been hand-signed and faxed by said user. 
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